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Run ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now 
5 


can find a man 
judgment, that seeketh the truth.—Jeremiah, v. 1. 


seek in the broad places thereof, if ye 


and know, and 
if there be any that executeth 
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THE FATAL AND FEARFUL 
CASE. 

In Hebrews, chapter vi. the Apostle 
exhorts christians to leave “ the prin- 
ciples of the doctrine of Christ,” or, 
asin the margin, “ the word of the be- 
ginning of Christ,’ and to “ go on Un- 
to pertection.”’ That is, to leave be- 
hind, and not go over again, those 
tlings more particularly belonging to 
the beginning of the christian dispen- 
sation—and go on unto that perfect 
state, manliood or oneness in Christ, 
designed to be effected, by Christ's 
coming tnto the world. ** And this,”’ 
adds the Apostle, “ will we do, if God 
permit.”’ For truly, none will ever be 
able or be permitted to come into this 
perfect state, this oneness in Christ, if 
they make a half-way business of it, 
by keeping back part of the price.— 
The whole heart must be yielded up 
and given unto the Lord, if we would 
receive the fulness of his blessings. 

People have too long been robbing 
God of the tithes and offerings of the 
heart, the whole of which is so justly 
due unto him—as they are charged 
with doing, Malachi ili. 8, and as there 
stated, they have been cursed with a 
curse, and have never been able to 
come into the enjoyment of the inheri- 
tance and blessings prepared for the 
Lord’s people. Hear what is said in 
the place referred to—* Bring ye all 
the tithes into the store-house, that 
there may be meat in mine house,* 





* The Lord’s Aouse is not the workman- 
ship of men’s hands, like the sects of the 
present day. Saith the Lord: ** Where is 
the house that ye build unto me? and 
where is the place of my rest?” God is 
every where present, and wherever his 
presence is, there is his house, and the 
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and prove me now herewith, sai 
Lord of hosts, if b will’ not open j 
the windows of heaven, and pour you 
out a blessing, that there shall not be 
room enough to receive it. And I wiil 

rebuke the devourer for yout sakes, 

and he shall not destroy the fruits of 

your ground—and all nations shalbheall 

you blessed.” 

Remember, to receive these great 
benefits and blessings, the whole heart, 
with all its powers and energies, must 
be given unto the Lord—the withhold- 
ing of which, heretofore, has kept back 
these things from those for whom they — 








place where his people will find rest.— 
When any draw near unto God in single- 
ness of Jieart, he will draw near unto 
them. There is no need to go to the 
mountain in Samaria, nor yet to Jerusa- 
lem, to find and worship the Lord. ‘*Do 
not 1 fill heaven and earth? saith the 
Lord.” He has also said, ‘*My house 
shall be an house of prayer for all peo- 
ple.” Therefore, it can have no local 
situation. If it were a literal house, how 
could it hold all people? Andpif erected 
in this country, how could persons in Eu- 
rope, Asia, and other distant parts of the 
world, come so far to pray in it? What 
presumption then, for men to think to 
build the Lord’s house! Men’s hands 
cannot build it, and it will be well for 
those who are so ready to attempt it, to 
consider the following command respect- 
ing the Lord’s altar—‘‘If thou lift up thy 
tool upon it, thou hast polluted it.” What 
a number and variety of tools kave been 
employed, in framing and constructing the 
different sects now in existence. They 
are all the device and workmanship of 
men’s hands, as much as the altars of brick 
and hewn stone, so strictly prohibited and 
condemned in Scripture—and the offer- 
ings and incense made upon them, or unto 
the sects in this day, are as abhorrent ia 
the sight of God, as the incense burnt up- 








on altars of brick, spoken of Isaiah Ixv. 3. 
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were prepared. But in the finishing 
of the mystery of God, now beginning 
to dawn, the Lord will have a trne and 
faithful people, whom he will make 
“kings and priests’? unto him, and 
who “shall reign on the earth.’’—See 
Rey. v. 10, xx. 6. It will be the pri- 
vilege of all the Lord’s people, to en- 
joy these high attainments; but none 
ever will enjoy them, that bring for 
‘*an offering unto the Lord that which 
is torn, and the lame, and the sick’’— 
instead of bringing to the Lord, and 
for his service, a whole heart, a com- 


the Lord-—"* They shall take them cap- 
tive, whose captives they were, and 
shall rule over their oppressors—=and 
the Lord shall give thee rest from thy 
sorrow, and from thy fear, and from 
the hard bondage wherein thou wast 
made to serve,’’"*—Isaiah xiv, 2, 3, 


—_ — ee 





* In Isaiah xxxvii. 22, ** The virgin, the 
daughter of Zion,” and ‘‘ the daughter of 
Jerusalem,” are mentioned for the first 
time in the Bible, and in a more full sense 
they always mean the new born church of 
the millennial dawn. It is there said, in 











plying will, and a ready mind. 


respect to her powerful and boasting ene- 


For,| my, in her low and reviled state—in “a 


saith the Lord, Malachi i. 14, ** Cursed || day of trouble, and of rebuke, and of blass 


be the deceiver, which hath in his flock 
a male, and voweth, and sacrificeth un- 
to the Lord a corrupt thing.’’ In an- 
other translation, it reads thus—**Cur- 
sed is the deceitful man, that hath in 


|| phemy;” when “‘the children are come to 


|the birth, and there is not strength to 
‘| bring forth’”—in this very state, the pro- 


} 


| phet Isaiah is authorized to say, in refer- 


} ence to Sennacherib, which means bram- 


ble of destruction; “ The virgin, the daugh- 


his flock a male, and making a vow of. || ter of Zion, hath despised thee, and laugh- 


to the Lord.”"—The meaning is this. 


That man will have the Lord's curse,) 
that Has in his constitutional make,’ 


strong and vigorous principles of ac- 
tion, but reserves them for his own 
purposes—and while pretending to 
serve the Lord, in serving him, acts. 
with feebleness and irresolution—hav- | 
ing a heart divided between the Lord} 


and the world,—between his own sel-! 


fish interest and the cause and require- 
ments of God—thus constituting him- 
self a deceiver, like Ananias and Sap- 
phira, by pretending to be what he is 


not. 
first of 





We must, indeed, bring the 
our fruits, and the first of our herds, 
or in other words, the best principles 
of our heart and mind for an offering 
unto the Lord, if we would find favour 
and acceptance before him, in that 
kingdom of the stone cut out of the 
present mountain of christendom, to 
be established in the top of the moun- 
tains of all human governments, and 
to be exalted above the hills of all sec- 
tarian societies, and to stand for ever. 
Hear the promises made to those, who, 
in this day, bring the best of their of- 


fereth in sacrifice that which is feeble | 4 thee to scorn; the daughter of Jerusa- 


lem hath shaken her head at thee. Whom 
hast thou reproached and blasphemed’— 
and against whom hast thou exalted thy 
voice, and lifted up thine eyes on high? 
even against the Holy One of Israel.”— 





|| What is done against the Lord’s true peo- 


ple, is done against himself, and he will 
vindicate their cause against all that rise 
up against them. It is intimated, verses 
26, 27, that the Lord’s professed people 
heretofore, not being true to him, were 
left to be overcome, and ‘‘ were of small 
power,” and **were dismayed and con- 
founded” before their enemies—for the 
Lord gave their enemies power over them. 
But now, when they fully return to, and 
trust in him, it shall be quite otherwise, 
and “the remnant that is escaped of the 
house of Judah, shall again take root 
downward, and bear fruit upward: for out 
of” the Jerusalem that now is, “shall go 
forth a remnant,” called the daughter of 
Jerusalem, ‘and they that escape out of” 
the present ‘mount of Zion,” called the 
daughter of Zion. And concerning this 
new ‘‘city” or community, the daughter 
of Jerusalem, notwithstanding all the dan- 
ger with which it will be threatened, (like 
the bush Moses saw burning yet not con- 
sumed, ) the Lord saith, ‘‘ He,” the bram- 
ble of destruction that threatens it, “shall 
not come into it, nor shoot an arrow there, 
nor come before it with shield, nor cast a 
bank against it. For 1 will defend this 








fering, and fully devote themselves to 


city to save it for mine own sake, and for 
my servant Dayid’s sake.” 
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But to proceed to the principal sub- 
ject of this article. The Apostle, af- 
ter exhorting christians to go on unto 
perfection, next sets forth the necessity 
of giving the most earnest heed to 
those higher manifestations and gifts 
designed for their full redemption, in 
the following admonitory and expres. 
sive language:—* For it is impossible 
for those who were once enlightened, 
und have tasted of the heavenly gift, 
and were made partakers of the Lloly 
Ghost, and have tasted the good word 
of God, and the powers of the world 
[or dispensation] to come, if they shall 
fall away, to renew them again unto 
repeulance; seeing they crucify to 
themselves the Son of God afresh [in 
his coming for their complete redemp- 
tion, | and put him to an open shame.’’* 








- 

David, so often spoken of in prophecy, | 
almost uniformly means Christ in a one-| 
ness with his people,—and what is done | 
against his people in this relationship, the | 
Lord speaks of as done against himself, as 
will be seen from the following language, 
(Isaiah xxxiii. 29,) addressed to the enemy 
of the daughter of Zion. ‘*Because thy 
rage against me, and thy tumult, is come 
up into mine ears, therefore I will put my 
hook in thy nose, [the Lord is now begin- 
ning to do this, and it isa painful one,] 
and my bridle in thy lips, and I will turn 
thee back by the way by which thou 
camest.” Thus we perceive, whatever 
threatening dangers may assail the Lord’s 
people in this day, and however much 
they may fear and tremble, yet trusting 
in the Lord they will be delivered. 


*The Apostle next proceeds to illus- 
trate, (see Hebrews vi. 7, 8,) why the con- 
dition of such persons should be finally 


There are a few things here present- 
ed, of the deepest importance for every 
one to consider. Christ can be cru- 
cified afresh, only in his second com- 
ing, called “the brightness of his com- 
ing,” which is a coming with greater 
displays of light and power, to redeem 
his people from the last remains of sin. 
For in this his second coming or man- 
ifestation, we are told, Hebrews ix. 28, 
“he shall appear unto them that look 
for him, without sin, unto salvation.” 
[le does not come to be made again a 
sin offering, but to subdue all! sin, and 
to bring about an entire oneness be- 
tween himself and his people.—It 
will, therefore, be exceedingly danger- 
ous for any lightly to esteem or disre- 
gard the gifts and manifestations made 
unto them, to save and redeem them, 
in this second coming. Sin and diso- 
bedience, where so much light and 
knowledge are bestowed, will scarcely 
admit of any pardon. And as this is 
the highest manifestation of Jightand 
grace to be given, being the third 
heaven or dispensation, in which the 
fullest displays of truth and righteous- 
ness are imparted unto men, for the 
purpose of saving and redeeming them, 
“there remaineth no more sacrifice for 
sins.’’ No other means having been 
provided for saving men, sinning 
against, sinning away, or, as signified 
in the original text, letting slip, as from 
a leaky vessel, all this provision, cuts 
men off from the possibility of salva- 
tion. Christ being rejected or cruci- 
fied afresh, in his second and last 
coming, to the extent provision bas been 



































settled and determined, from the case of 
a husbandman—who, having taken all 
necessary and proper means to procure 
something suitable for his use and comfort 
from a field, and finding after all his la- 
bour and care, that only briers and thorns 
are produced, rejects such a field, and 
devotes it to waste and destruction. Who 
can blame such a husbandman? And no 
more, when all things shall be known, 
will any be able to blame the Lord on ac- 
count of those who come short of salva- 
tion, and are left to perish. “What could 
have been done more to my vineyard that 











made for saving men, all hope of salva- 
tion is gone. For Christ comes no 
more to save, and those who are left 
“unjust,” afier such means have been 
used for their salvation and redemp- 
tion, will remain ‘unjust still.” For 
what more can be done for them, see- 
ing that Christ will never come in any 
higher manifestation of himself to save, 
than they have already disregarded, 


abused his blessings and care towards 
them, and caused their rejection. See 














Ihave not done in it?” is the expressive 
language the Lord uses to such as have 





Isatah,, chap. v- 
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despised or rejected. Christ, indeed, 
in the case of such, having finished his 
mediatorial work for saving them, de- 





4 livers up the kingdom of his mediato- 
rial acts of intervention and interces-| 
sion in their behalf to God, even the) 


4 Father. See 1 Cor. xv, 24. | 
i In Hebrews x. 26, 27, it is further 
4 said, in reference to the subject now 
{: under consideration: *“ For if we sin 


wilfully, aiter that we have received the 
knowledge of the truth, [the fullest 





r knowledge of it,] there remaineth no| 
more sacrifice for sins, but a certain. 
4] fearful looking for of judgment and, 
i fiery indignation, which shall devour 


the adversaries.”’ Deliberately and 
willingly sinning, afler receiving that 


fulness of knowledge imparted by the 
: second coming of Christ, in the finish- 
‘i ing of the mystery of God, and refus- 
uy ing to own, or gather unto Christ 
¢ with those who gather unto him under 


this knowledge, by reason of the re- 
proach that will at first be attached to 
all such as do this, is the sin alluded 
: to in this place. For at this time, the 

Lord’s people will have to come into 
4 great strictness of obedience, and will 
“J be very different from other profes- 
: sors—and to despise and reject them 
on this account, and because of their 
devotion and faithfulness unto the 
Lord, will be both heinous and hazard- 
ous; as many will find to their deepest 
anguish befere many years are passed 
away. Rejecting and opposing the 
manifestation or work of Christ in 
his second coming ignorantly, is not 
the fatal sin spoken of; but doing this 
after persons have had an evidence of 
its nature and power, in such a man- 
ner as to convince them that it pro- 
ceeds from a divine source, but to 
‘escape reproach, and to preserve a 
good name, and the esteem of this 
world, they reject it and tura away 
from it. All such will know what it 
is to have Christ ashamed of them be- 
fore his Father, and the holy angels. 
After full evidence, in respect to those 
higher gifts and manifestations now to 
be given, shall be imparted to any one, 
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a single sin or act of disobedience will 
indeed be exceedingly dangerous—as 
in the case of Saul, after the holy 
anointing oil (typifying the gifts and 
graces of the Holy Spirit) was put 
upon him. For the person on whom 





‘| this oil was put, was intended to be a 


type of Christ, as has been abundantly 
shown by Eusebius in his church his- 
tory, chap. mt. The person, indeed, 
on whom the holy oil was poured, was 
constituted a Christ; that is, one 
‘‘anointed,”’ 

Therefore, when the Lord anointed 
Saul to be king over his people, he in- 
tended that himself and his kingdom, 
should be a type of Christ’s kingdoni 
in the Immanuel of the latter days; as 
was David and hic kingdom afterwards, 
The glory and excellency of a person 
as a type of such a kingdom, could 
only consist in his seeking to do the 
Lord’s will in all things, and acting in 
strict obedience to every divine re- 
quirement. Hence, after the first act 
of disobedience on the part of Saul, by 
not keeping the Lord’s charge, to wait 
to the end of seven days for Samuel, 
and forcing himself and making an 
offering on account of the pressing 
nature of his situation, Samuel told 
him he had done foolishly, (to suppose 
after what he had seen of the know- 
ledge and providence of God, that any 
injury would arise from obedience to a 
divine requirement,) and that now his 
kingdom should not continue—because 
he had not kept that which the Lord 
had commanded him. For it was not 
suitable to have a person, designed to 
represent in type, those of the Messiah’s 
kingdom in the last days, that should 
do any thing in his own will, counsel 
and time, but that should implicitly 
obey the Lord in all things, and trust 
in him fully. And after one more act 
of disobedience by Saul, in sparing 
Agag, and taking the best of the spoils 
belonging to those wicked people, the 
Amalekites, the Lord made known to 
Samuel, that it repented him that he 
had set up Saul to be king, since. he | 
had turned baek from following him, 
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and had not performed his command- 
ments. At this Samuel was grieved. 
(for he had an attachment to Saul) and} 
he cried unto the Lord al] night in be-| 
halfof Saul. But the Lord refused to’ 
be entreated for him, and Samuel had 
to tell Saul, afier hearing much from) 
him to justify or palliate what he had 
done, that since he had rejected the 










to the Lord's requirements to them, 
and follow his council in all things. 
For the evidences of divine interposi- 
tion, and the manifestations made to 
men in this day, to lead them to trust 
in and obey the Lord, will’ be like 
those at first made to Saul, and to the 
Israelites on coming out of Egypt— 





word of the Lord, the Lord had also 
rejected him from being king. Saul, 
afterwards, came under the dominion 
of an evil spirit, and was a most bitter 
and vindictive enemy to the one chosen 
and approved of the Lord, and in ev-| 
ery possible way sought to destroy | 
him.* 

And so it will be in these latter | 
days, with those who receive a spiritual 
anointing, and do not act in obedience | 


| 
i 
' 








* Just such a class of men are now form- 
ing, and we know some individuals who 
exactly resemble Saul after his rejection. 
They have had light, gifts and knowledge 
imparted to them, such as common pro- 
fessors in this day have not had, and they 
have been put under trials to prove them. 
But they have not been careful to attend 
to all the Lord’s requirements to them, 
and follow his counsel under all cizcum- 
stances, and they seem now left to be har- 
rassed with an evil spirit, and are likely 
to become the worst and most malevolent 
persecutors of the Lord’s true people, of 
any they will have to encounter. They 
would, indeed, destroy them, as Saul 
sought to destroy David, were it not that 
the Lord’s protecting arm is over them to 
deliver them. The evil spirit that is in 
them, as in Saul, fills them with the bit- 
terest jealousy and animosity towards 
those whom the Lord has chosen, and 
they are never likely to become any bet- 





| 
| 
' 


and sinning after having such eviden- 

ces and manifestations, admits of no 
excuse, and can receive no pardon. 
_ For when the mind and will of God, his 
power and sufficiency, are so clearly 
made known and seen, the Lord can- 
not, consistently with his nature and 
attributes, permit men to neglect and 
| despise them with impunity. 

Thus during the continuance of the 
‘divine presence among the Israelites 
In the wilderness, we find the most ex- 
'emplary punishment was inflicted on 
them, whenever they disobeyed the 
'Lord’s commandments, or acted in- 
consistent with the manifestations 
which had been made to them. It was 
by reason of their oft repeated trans- 
gressions under such. circumstances, 
and the absolute necessity there was 
to inflict severe punishment for every 
sin and transgression committed under 
such circumstances, that the Lord at 
length declined to go with them in his 
immediate presence, lest he should 
consume them by the way, but sent 
his angel only, in whom however was 
his name. And even then, in conse- 
quence of his name being in this angel, 
the Lord says; “Beware of him, and 
obey his voice, provoke him not; for 
he will not pardon your transgressions: 
for my name is in him.” Though the 














ter. They are indeed in a most lamentable 
condition, since there remains no more 
sacrifice for sins in their case. They have 
too much disregarded and unheeded the 
Lord’s requireménts, and as the Apostle 
expresses it, let slip those things which 
would have brought them into salvation 
and rest, had they gave that attention. to 
them they should have done; and like 
Esau and Saul, they can find no room for 
repentance, or a reversion of the fate to 
which they have brought themselves. Let 








divine presence would in a measure 
be veiled by the intervention or meai- 
um of this angel, yet so great would 
be the manifestations of the Lord’s 
power and character through his min- 
istry, that sin would be exceedingly 
sinful, and be severely visited. 
The immediate presence of God is 
‘as consuming fire, and must consume 
or burn every thing that 1s contrary to 





i 1, for 
1 be warned by what is here stated, | 
they will more a more see a realization 


of cases of this kind. 


las it approaches it. This fire proceeds 


the Lord’s nature, in the same de ee 
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from his holy, pure and glorious char- 
acter, standing as it ever must stand, 
in opposition to all that is impure or 
unholy. , And whenever the Lord 
draws near unto any by his presence, | 
to redeem them, sin becomes exceed- 


der great sufferings, in order that 
whatever is sinful in them, may be con- 
sumed and destroyed. Truly holy and 
pure beings, rejoice in this fire of the 
Lord’s presence, while it distresses the 
unrighteous and wicked, and fills them 
with anguish and torment. 





THE COMING OF CHRIST. 


It will be proper, in the way of cau- 
tion, here to observe, that the appear- 
ance and coming of Christ in this day, 
in a oneness with his people, to reign 
on the earth, will be as much despised 
and rejected by the great body. of pro- 
fessors living at the present time, as his 
first coming was by the Jews—and it 
will be attended with as fatal conse- 
quences to those who do thus despise 
and reject him in this his appearance 
and coming in his people, “ without sin, 
unto salvation.”” The Jews, we know, 
made a great profession of zeal and de- 
votion to God and to his law, at the 
very time they rejected and set at} 
nought, Him who came to do the will | 


in like manner at this time; thousands 
and hundreds of thousands of those 
who are zealous for what they call the 
Gospel and christianity, will hate and 
despise the manifestation and coming 
of Christ to fulfil in his people all the 
requirements of christianity, and to 
walk in that new and living way of do- 
ing the will of God in all things, in 
which Christ walked. The reason they 
will do this, will be, as formerly, be- 
cause he will come in a way so strange 
and unexpected to them, and so con- 
trary to the way and manner they 
will think he must and should come. 
Here will be the snare into which they 
will fall, and they will be left to fall 
into it, because they have not acted 








ingly sinful, and they are brought un- | 


agreeably to the light and grace which 
has been given to them. 

Take notice, there is an outward 
| Gospel, and an outward worship at 
this time, of no more use than the out- 
‘ward law and outward worship among 
the Jews in Christ's time—serving no 
other purpose but to blind people's 
minds, and keep them from ever com- 
ing intoa right state. ‘The Gospel 
of Christ,”’ we are told, “is the power 
of God unto salvation to every one 
that believeth;”’ and true spiritual and 
acceptable worship, has not one out- 
ward or visible feature belonging to it. 
it consists not in any service perform- 
ed in the mountain of Samaria, nor yet 
at Jerusalem; but it is yielding up the 





} whole life, soul and mind to do the 


will of God—preferring that his will 
should be done in all cases, sooner 
than our own. ‘This is the kingdom 
of God within us, so much needed by 
all in order to be right and happy, and 
those who are looking for it, or expect 
to find it by joining a gect, or going to 
any outward place or thing whatever, 
are in a sure way never to come into 
itsenjoyment. The true kingdom of God 
is indeed to be united to Christ, in an en- 
tire oneness with him to do the will of 








of God, and to fulfil his law. And so, ip 


God in all things, not seeking our own 


| honor and glory, but the honor and glo- 


ry of God only. We shall then be hap- 
py, and enjoy that peace which Christ 
left asa legacy to all who walk in that 
new and living way of doing the will 
of God in all things, that he himself, 
among the first of those possessing hu- 
man nature, walked in before men. 
This kingdom of God in his people, 
with its attendant peace, is one day to 
extend over all the earth. But let us 
remember, that the Lord’s coming to 
establish it, will be by fire. For thus 
we read, Daniel vii. 9, 10, when speak- 
ing of this event—‘his throne [on 
which the Lord sits for judgment] was 
like the fiery flame, and his wheeis as 
burning fire. A fiery stream issued 
and came forth from before him,” 
while “thousand thousands,” of angels 








and men, minister unto him in the ex- 
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ecution of his purposes of justice and 
judgment for sin and transgression. 
The fiery stream, is the Lord's fiery 


and searching law of righteousness 


against all the wickedness and unright- 


eousness now in the world, as stated’ 


Deut. xxxiil. 2—“from his right he 
ght hane 
went a fiery law.” The following pas- 


sages, also refer to the same time of] 


the Lord's coming to judge men. 
Psalms |. 3-6. “God shall come, and 
shall not keep silence; a fire shall de- 
vour before him, and it shall be very 
tempestuous round about him. He 
shall call to the heavens from above, 
and to the earth, [that is, he will em- 
ploy angels and men for the execution 
of his purposes,] (that he may judge 
his people.) Gather my saints togeth- 
er unto me, those that have made a 
covenant with me by sacrifice. And 
the heavens shal] declare his righteous- 
ness [in saving his true people that 
make a covenant with him by sacri- 
fice:] for God is judge himself.” 
Psalms xcevii. 2-6. “Clouds and dark- 
ness are round about him: righteous- 
ness and judgment are the habitation 
of his throne. A fire goeth before him, 
and burneth up his enemies round 
about. The hills melted like wax at 
the presence of the Lord, at the pres- 
ence of the Lord of the whole earth.” 
Isaiah Ixvi. 15, “ Behold, the Lord will 
come with fire, and with his chariots 
like a whirlwind, to render his anger 
with fury, and his rebuke with flames of 
fire. For by fire and by his sword will 
the Lord plead with all flesh: and the 
slain of the Lord shall be many.”’ 
This time of judgment, and of the 
Lord’s pleading by fire and by his 
sword, has already begun with the 
lambs of christendom: for, (see Isaiah 
xxxiv. 6) these are the first that come 
under judgment, and on whom the 
fire and the sword of the pen op- 
erate—judgment, as ever 1s the Case, 
first aslaniag at the house of God. 
The fire is that fiery and searching 
work of the Lord’s law upon the heart, 
and the sword his righteous acts and 
dealings for sin and transgression, 





which always accompany his approach 
unto men, for the purpose of consum- 
ing and destroying whatever is contra- 
ry to his own holy and righteous na- 
ture within them. And what a burning 
and destroying work must take place 
in the earth, before all that is unholy 
and unrighteous is destroyed out of it. 
The trouble and suffering each one 
will have to undergo to become right, 
will be just in proportion to what is 
in him necessary to be consuined and 
destroyed in order for him to be right. 
And truly, all mankind will realize, 
before many years, that “God is a con- 
suming fire,’ and when he begins to 
consume what is wrong in them, they 
will know what constitutes that fire, 
and on what it can operate. Yet this 
fire is love, and it operates on men, in 
its most searching ways and trying dis- 
pensations, only to destroy what is 
wrong in them, and to make them right 
and happy. Nevertheless, when that 
day of revelation by fire comes, spoken 
of by the Apostle, to “try every man’s 
work of what sort it is,’’ and to burn 
up all wood, hay and stubble—if men 
have nothing in them but wood, hay 
and stubble, and, besides, have not 
Jesus Christ for a foundation, it will 
be a sorrowful day to them. For ev- 
ery thing they have will be consumed 
—and having no foundation on which 
to stand, how will they be able to en- 
dure the searching operations of such 
a time? It will “burn them up,” as 
stated in Malachi, “leaving them nel- 
ther root nor branch.” 

We live, therefore, in a most impor- 














tant period. The judgment spoken of 
in Daniel, has already begun, and ma- 
ny among the better kind of christians 
are coming under it daily—while oth- 
ers have been some time under it. 
And if they can pass through it and 
have any thing left to them—if any pa- 
tience, forbearance, or any thing else 
holds out under the fiery trial—any 
thing whatever such as God shall ap- 
prove, agreeably to the Apostle, ‘*they 
shall receive a reward.” And they 
will enjoy that reward in the new king- 
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dom of righteousness about to be A called in seripture Azariah, and Ozias, 


tablished, be “‘heirsof God, and joint 
heirs with Christ,’ and reign with him | 
on the carth—suflering no annoyance, | 
trouble or grief any more from any) 
one. For in this state, as declared 
Ezekiel xxxiv. 25-28, the Lord “will| 
make with them « covenant of peace, | 
and will cause the evil beasts to cease 
out of the land; and they shall dwell 





safely, and none shall make them || 


afraid.’’ Yea, saith the prophet Isaiah, | 
chap. xxxv. “In the habitation of dra- | 
gons, where each lay, shall be grass, 
with reeds and rushes. And an Ingh 
way shall be there, and a way, and it 
shall be called the way of holiness. No 
lion shall be there, nor any ravenous 
beast shall go up thereon, it shall not| 
be found there: but the redeemed of | 
the Lord shall walk there. And the| 
ransomed of the Lord shall return, and 
come to Zion with songs, and ever- 
lasting joy upon their heads: they shall 
obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow 
and sighing Shall flee away.” 


THE WORK OF THE SERA- 
_ PHIMS. 

In Isaiah, vi. is one of the 
most sublime and important visions 
contained in the Old Testament, and 
it appears to have been the only vis- 
ion which this most evangelical proph- 
et, as he has so justly been termed had. 
The chapter thus proceeds: — 

‘Tn the year that king Uzziah died I 
saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, 
high and lifted up, and his train filled the 
temple. Above it stood the seraphims: 
each one had six wings; with twain he | 
covered his face, and with twain he cov- 
ered his feet, and with twain he did fly. 
And one cried unto another, and said, 
Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts; the 
whole earth is full of his glory. And the 
posts of the door moved at the voice of 


him that cried, and the house was filled 
with smoke.” 


The accuracy with which things are 
drawn in the inspired writings, and 
the deep and important meaning con- 
tained in the words and expressions 
used, seen only in part, amazes and 
astonishes us, UWzziak, who is also 
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means in the several names; “strength 
of the Lord;”’ “help of the Lord or he 
‘that hears the Lord;” and “strength 
from the Lord’—and his dying the 
ryear in which Isaiah had this vision, 
signifies, that at the time when this vis- 
ion goes Into fulfilment, all that divine 
aid or favour implied in those different 
names, will depart from the once 
‘anointed, and outward visible chureh 
then existing. This church, or temple, 
is the present oytward christian church, 
in which, we are told, is ‘a throne, 
high and lifted up,’’ by reason of the 
vreat extent and power of the outward 
church that now is. The Lord’s sit- 
ting upon the throne of this temple or 
church, signifies, that the Lord now 
enters into judgment with those com- 
posing -this church or temple—for 
whenever the Lord is represented as 
sitting, it always denotes bis sitting in 
judgment. 

If any object to this explanation, be- 
jcause a throne and, temple are men- 
tioned, let them consider, that the 
throne and temple here spoken of, are 


|| not called the Lord's throne, and the 


Lord's temple, as generally is the case, 
but “@ throne,”’ and “the temple,”’ to 
indicate that they are no longer the 
Lord's, to be preserved and protected, 
but those upon which he sits in judg- 
ment. We find 2 Thess. ii. 4, that 
even after the man of sin became seat- 
ed in the outward visible church, it 
was called “the temple of God.” It 
therefore appears, that for some time 
after that event took place, the out- 
ward church was in a better and more 
approved state before God than at 
present; as it undoubtedly was—for 
history shows, that there were many 
truly pious persons then to be found in 
it. But now all is gone, and the Lord 
enters into judgment with this outward 
church, and will no longer be the stay 
and support of a body of people so de- 
generate, as is the present visible 
church in all its various branches. For 
the difference now between Catholics 
and Protestants, and between one sect 
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and another, is more in name than! 
almost any thing else—all being near: | 
lv alike in respect to degeneracy and 
corruplion. 

ifit should be necessary to say more, 
to satisfy the reader of the correctness 
of the application of this throne and 
temple to the present outward church, 
he will take notice, that the seraphims 
are above this throne, and that the 
posts of the door of the temple move 
at the voice of the seraphim that pro- 
claims the holiness of the Lord, and 
that the house or temple is also filled 
with smoke. How alarming and un- 













this day, is strikingly set forth in the 
last chapter of Malachi—at which time, 
and in the executionof which work, as 
intimated verse 4th, every statute and 
judgment of the law of Moses,* in the 
antitype, will be strictly catried into 
effect, as certainly as that those stat- 
utes and judgment were given from the 
Lord, and are, as they are said to be, a 
pattern, shadow or type “tof heavenly 
things.”’ [In the last dispensation of 
light that will be in the world—which 
dispensation of light has lately begun 
to dawn upon a dark, benighted and 








comfortable, indeed, must be the con- 
dition of the present outward church, 
when this seraphim proclaims the holy 
character of the Lord, and announces 
his glorious acts and righteous deal- 
ings among the inhabitants of the 
earth. Now we know, that the Lord’s 
house or temple, or in other words his 
church, would not be moved at the 
voice of such a glorious cry as that of 
this seraphim, much less would it be 
filled with smoke.* Besides, let it be 
remembered, that whatever can be 
shaken, is now to be removed—~as 
will ere long be removed, the whole 
outward church or temple that now 
exists. 

But to proceed to what more par- 
ticularly concerns us, viz. the work of 
the seraphims. Seraphims are said to 
be “glorious spirits,’’ and yet this is the 
only place in the Bible where sera- 
phims are spoken of—becausehey are 





to perform such a work as has never 
been performed before. Seraphims, 
signify “to fire or burn,” and the fiery, 
burning and consuming work they are 
destined to perform upon sin, and all 
the sinful works and doings of men in 





* Smoke, in scripture, (see Butterworth’s 
Concordance,) is put, Psalms XXxxvil. 20, 
for blindness, and the fading condition of 
wicked men; Proverbs x. 26, offensiveness, 
grievous; Rev. xiv. 11, the anger and wrath, 
of God; Isaiah xiv. 31, great calamities— 
and consequently murmurings, complain- 
ings and fretfulness on the part of those 


almost faithless world.] The work of 
the seraphims, is thus described, in the 
place referred to. ‘For, behold, the 
day cometh that shall burn as an oven; 
and all the proud, yea, all that do 
wickedly shall be stubble: and the day 
that cometh shall burn them.up, saith 
the Lord of hosts, that it shall leave 
them neither root nor branch. But 
unto you that fear my name shall the 
Sun of righteousness arise with healing 
in his wings; and ye shallego forth, 
and grow up as calves of the stall. 
And ye shall tread down the wicked; 
for they shall be asashes under the 
souls of your feet in the day that I shall 
do this, saith the Lord of hosts.” 

This will be a glorious day to the 
righteous, but a dreadful day to the 
wicked; and it is near at hand. It is 
the same day, and the same work, as 
that of the child Immanuel, spoken of 
Isaiah ix. 5-7, whose “‘battle’’ against 






















*Take notice. The rites, statutes and 
judgments of the law of Moses, in their 
spiritual and substantial meaning, now be- 

in to be opened, and in due time they 














on whom the wrath of God and calamities 
come. 












will all be as plain to the minds of men in 
this meaning, as they were in their literal 
meaning to the Jews. So far as we have 
seen their spiritual meaning, they have a 
substantial and important meaning indeed. 
See an article on the subject of eating 
blood in our number for September, 1834; 
and then let each ask himself, if it will be 
unjust with God, to cut off from the con- 
gregation of his people, every ‘one that 
violates this statute, as 1t 1s now to be un- 
derstood. Therefore, says Malachi, verse 
4th, “Remember ye the law of Moses, 
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_they move or fly, coming from about the 
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all sin and wickedness, we are told, shall 
be “with burning anéfuel of fire’’—con- 
suming the wicked, without any power on 
their part to help themselves, or to pre- | 
vent themselves from being consumed as | 
fuel is consumed by the action of fire. The | 
battle is thus described, Isaiah x. 17; “The | 
light of Israel shall be for a fire, and his. 
Holy One fora flame: and it shall burn 
and devour his thorns and briars in one | 
day.” This battle, or this work, as will” 
be seen Isaiah xxviii. 22, “‘the Lord has de-| 
termined for a consumption, evenupon the 
whole earth;” which ‘decreed consump- 
tion,” we are told, chap. x. 20-23, “‘shall 
overflow with righteousness,” and ‘‘a rem- 
nant” of christian Israel, now ‘‘as the sand 
of the sea, shall return,” and (see verses | 
20, 21,) “shall no more stay upon him | 
{the present order of things with its civil 
power under the name of Assyria) that) 
smote them [viz. the truly righteous, who. 
under the present order of things in every | 
country, have ever been persecuted;] but | 
shall stay upon the Lord, the Holy One of | 
Israel, in truth. The remnant shall return, 
even the remnant of Jacob, unto the migh- | 
ty God’”’—who can, and will now deliver) 
his people in every case where they trust 
in him alone, ‘tin truth—” not doubting 
his ability’or his willingness to help and to 
save them. . 
It is particularly to be noticed, that) 
these seraphims are above the throne of, 
the temple; upon which the Lord sits in 
judgment—and each one has six wings, 
with twain he covers his face, and with 
twain he covers his feet, and with twain 
he flies. The feet covered with wings, 
denotes the protection they will have in 
what they do; the face covered, signifies, 
that the instruments for accomplishing 
this work of the seraphims on the earth 
(and it is only on the earth and through 
human instruments the seraphims and 
their work are to be seen or appear) will 
in a great measure be blind in respect to 
the nature of their own work and its ten- 
dency. They will, indeed, act in a one- 
ness with the Immanuel child, who, 
though pure in principle, shall not at first 
“know to refuse the evil, and choose the 
good.” Yea, these seraphims being the 
‘Lord’s special servants and messengers, 
they will be under his immediate counsei 
and control—while the wings by which 








breast or vital parts of the body, indicate 
that their heart and life devoted to God, 
will be the moving principle and spring of 
all they do. By reason of this oneness 
with the Lord, and oneness of action in 
his cause, they are represented as one, 
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and are called the Lord’s servant, and his 
messenger that he sends, and are said to 
be perfect, with whom, notwithstanding 
their blindness in the new and strange 
work upon which they are-sent, the Lord 
is well pleased for their righteousness 
sake, and by whom he will magnify the 
law, and make it honourable. The follow- 
ing is the manner in which they are spo- 
ken of in their individual capacity, Isaiah 
xlii. 19-21,**Who is blind, but my ser- 
vant’ or deaf, as my messenger that I sent? 
who is blind as he that is perfect? and 
blind as the Lord’s servant? Seeing many 
things, but thou observest not; opening 
the ears, but he heareth not. The Lord 
is well pleased for his righteousness sake; 
he will magnify the law, and make it hon- 
ourable.”” Those here spoken of under 
the name of the Lord’s servant, and mes. 
senger, are indeed under the immediate 
government and counsel of the Lord him. 
self, and hence they are represented as 
above the throne and temple of the pres- 
ent christian church. With their whole 
heart, soul and life devoted to do the will 
of God, they engage in whatever the Lord 
calls them to do, unmoved by fear, regard- 
less of threats, and unappalled by any dan- 
gers that may surround them—for they 
will know no fear, save that of the Lord 
alone, and dread no other danger, except 
that of displeasing him. 

Observe. There is never any thing pre- 
sented in vision, but will have its fulfil- 
ment on the earth. In vision or prophecy, 
things are commonly represented in type 
or emblem, and as being in heaven. Ev- 
ery thing so represented, will always have 
its fulfilment on the earth and among men, 
and will be seen and realized in the sub- 
stance of the thing shadowed forth or rep- 
resented. Thus the woman in the Reve- 
lation, seen in heaven, clothed with the 
sun, having upon her head a crown of 
twelve stars, was the primitive church on 
earth; and the great red dragon, standing 
before the woman to devour her child, was 
the persecuting Roman power in its Pa- 
gan state. And so with respect to every 
thing else represented in that book, and 
in the prophets, its realization will be on 
this earth. For, as we are told, ‘‘secret 
things belong unto God, [and hence are 
never revealed in type, emblem or in any 
other way:] but those things which are 
revealed belong to us, and to our chil- 
dren.” The very circumstance, therefore, 
of the representation of these seraphims 
to the prophet, in vision, proves that they 
will be exhibited on this earth and a 
the children of men. And those call 
the Lord’s servant, and the Lord’s mes- 
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senger that he sends, are those i 
perform the work of the seme ~ oa 
earth against the wickedness of the pres- 
ent day—being such an order of persons 
in zeal and faithfulness, as has never been 
ig and ina higher dispensation, even 
1€ Cispensation in the finishing of the 
mystery of God. As an evidence of this 
and of the powerful and overturning work 
to be accomplished in their time, and 
through them as instruments, read the 
verses in Isaiah, introductory to the quo- 
tation we made respecting the Lord’s ser- 
vant and messenger, part of which we will 
here give, beginning with verse 8th. 

*“*1 am the Lord; that is my name: and 
my glory will I not give to another, nei- 
ther my praise to graven images. [Every 
sect now in existence is a graven image, 
being the workmanship of men’s hands. } 
Behold, the former things are come to 
pass, and new things do I declare; before 
they spring forth | tell you of them. Sing 
unto the Lord a new song [setting forth 
events and things never known before;] 
let the inhabitants of the rocks sing, let 
them shout from the top of the mountains. 
The Lord shall go forth as a mighty man, 
he shall stir up jealousy like a man of war: 
he shall cry, yea, roar; he shall prevail 
against his enemies. I have long holden 
my peace; I have been still and refrained 
myself: now willl cry like a travailing 
woman; I will destroy and devour at once. 
I will make waste mountains, and hills; 
and I will make the rivers islands, and I 
will dry up pools. And I will bring the 
blind by a way that they know not; [ will 
lead them in paths that they have not 
known; I will make darkness light before 
them, and crooked things straight. These 
things will Ido unto them, and not for- 
sake them.” We thus see in what way 
the Lord will come, in these latter days, 
to subdue his enemies, and to lead, save 
and protect his people. What the Lord 
says he will do, so far as it is visible to 
men, will be done through his people, 
servants and messengers on the earth— 
and the great and important work the 
Lord is now about to perform, as set forth 
in the foregoing passages, will principally 
be performed through the instrumentality 
of those called seraphims, in a oneness 
with himself, who will be like a burning 
and consuming fire to “the proud, and all 
that do wickedly.” P 

But to proceed to the subject of the 
6th chap. We are told, when one of the 
seraphims cries unto another, saying, 
‘“‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts: 
the whole earth is full of his glory,” that 
the posts of the door of the present chris- 














tian temple or church, move i 
of him that cries, and ‘that ¢ ly i 
filled with smoke.” Convulsions, confu- 
sion, trouble, dismay, misery, enmity and 
hatred now begin among its inmates, and 
their condition becomes exceedingly un- 
comfortable. For now, for the first time, 
many begin to see that things are not 
right among them. That they had deceiv- 
ed themselves in supposing they were the 
Lord’s people, and were worshipping in 
his temple, when they were only disre- 
garding his commandments, and following 
the ways of men—and the prophet, repre- 
senting the state of such at this time, ex- 
claims:—‘*Woe is me! for 1am undone; 
because | am a man of unclean lips, and I 
dwell in the midst of a people of unclean 
lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, 
the Lord of hosts.” It is the sight and 
discovery now made to them of God’s ho- 
liness and purity, and as a consequence, 
their own vileness and sinfulness, that ex- 
torts this exclamation from them. For 
they will see that they are nothing but a 
bundle of vileness and sin before God, and 
that those with whom they are associated, 
under a pretence of worshipping God and 
promoting his cause in’the world, are in 
the same condition. (For “unclean lips,” 
in this place, means the whole life and 
conduct, as does the expression ‘‘a pure 
language,” Zephaniah iii. 9.) And what 
are the means used for effecting a purifi- 
cation, and purging away the defilement? 
The most severe and trying that can be 
conceived of; and such indeed they must 
needs be to accomplish the desired pur- 
pose. One of the seraphims, having a live 
coal in his hand, which he had taken with 
the tongs from off the altar, flies unto him, 
and lays it upon his mouth. How severe, 
painful and trying must be the operation! 
None can know the suffering it will pro- 
duce, until it is applied, and then they 
will remember it as long as life endures. 
Yet it is the very thing needed (else it 
would not be used) as will be seen in the 
following words of the seraphim-—“ Lo, 
this hath touched thy lips, and thine, ini- 
quity is taken away, and thy sin purged.” 
Take notice: The purification now to 
be effected, is not mereiy thatywhich 
comes to us through the sufferings and 
death of Christ, but comes also by our 
own sufferings—as all will know that ever 
attain to it. And behold the great change 
that is made in the individual who under- 


sented in the person of the prophet. He 
now hears the voice of the Lord, and is pre- 








ared, ready and willing to obey any re- 
quirement made to him.» Yea, he freely 
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goes this trying operation, as’next repre-~ 
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offers himself to go on any service or mes- 
sage the Lord shalksee proper to send 
him—as thus set forth, verse 8th. ‘*Also 
I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, 
Whom shall! I send, and who will go for us’ 
Then said J, Here aml; send me. “And 
he said, Go and tell this people, Hear ye 
indeed, but understand not; and see ye 
indeed, but perceive not; [that is, the 
people shall certainly hear the message 
delivered, and see the service that will be 
performed, (for the Lord will eause them 
to hear the one and see the other;) but on 
aécount of their wilful blindness and ob- 
stinacy at the time, and their strong pre- 
possessions against the message and ser- 
vice, from the extraordinary and singular 


nature of them both, (being the Lerd’s | 


strange work and strange act,) they will 
neither understand the meaning of the 
message sent, nor perceive the object and 
tendency of whatis done. Therefore, it 
is said;] Make the heart of this people fat, 
and make their ears heavy, and shut their 


eyes: lestuthey see with their eyes, and | 


hear with their ears, and understand with 
their hearts, and convert, and be heal- 


ed.” ‘lish them in a book or pamphlet. Those 














the earth, in which for so long a time, on- 
ly confusion, wickedness and misery have 
held their almost exclusive rule and do- 
minion. 
| There isnot therefore, perhaps in the 
Bible, another place, where such impor- 
tant events are set forth in so few words, as 
_in this vision of Isaiah; and the writer has 
‘endeavoured to make them as p!ain as he 
is capable of doing. He is aware, that 
many things he has lately written are not 
well understood, nor very willingly re- 
_ceived—and feeling himself released from 
_ continuing this publication any longer, it 
will be discontinued after the present 
number. He has continued the work for 
some time at a considerable sacrifice, in 
order to express some things which he 
considered important, and which no one 
else perhaps would like to print. But 
having discharged his duty in this respect, 
he feels at liberty to discontinue the pub- 
‘lication. Should he believe it right to 
give his views hereafter, he can commu- 
nicate them for the publications he shall 
‘recommend to his subscribers and others 
in concluding this number, or he can pub- 
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Thus we are given to understand, that | who have paid beyond the present num- 
the message-and service of those whom ] ber, will be remunerated by the numbers 
the Lord sends and authorizes in this day, || of one of the papers alluded to. 


will not be comprehended or received, ex- | 
cept in a very limited manner. Hence the | 


darkness and iniquity of the people will 
only be increased, and as a necessary con- 
sequence (and as will be seen verse 11th | 
and 12th,) the most severe calamities and 
distresses will come upon them, and con- 
tinue, till an almost utter desolation en- 


The writer will again here repeat, that 
we live in a most important time, and that 


| important events to this country and to 


every country, are near at hand. He 
would desire those who have the numbers 
to preserve them toa future time, when 
they may-better understand their contents, 
and derive more benefit from them than 





sues. A tithe or “‘tenth,” however, we 
are told in the last verse, shall endure or | 
remain unconsumed under the fiery trials | 
and burning judgments that will be sent, | 
and these shall return fully unto the Lord, | 
and shall be as food and nourishment unto | 
others, whereby more will grow up into) 


the divine life. For; only a few will stand | took place in the fall of Louis XVI. But 


under the first shock of the Lord’s severe 


|} at present. 


He made some mistakes at 
first in treating of certain prophecies, 
which he has before noticed; and partic- 
ularly in supposing the apprehended fall of 
Louis Phillippe, would constitute, in the 
antitype, the sacrifice df the red heifer, 
mentioned Numbers xix, when that event 


much that has been stated will soon be re- 


dealings with men, and even these, as sig- |j alized, and receive its confirmation by the 


nified in the original text, will be as a. 
stock or stem of a tree after a violent storm, | 
having life when the leaves and branches | 
are all cast or rent off—being the only | 


holy seed, substance or generation left, af- 
ter the first tempest of the Lord’s severe 
ut righteous judgments is past. These, 
in the Lord’s hands, will be for the cor- 
rection, reviving and establishment of oth- 
ers, till at length, all that can be made 
right are settled and grounded in what- 
ever is right, and the wicked are whol- 


most appalling facts and events. The last 
advice he would give to all is, to make 
the will of God the governing principle : 
and rule of their conduct at all times, do- » 
ing all they do unto him, and to trust in 
him alone, and rely on his arm for protec- 
tion and safety under every difficulty and 
trial they may be called to pass through. 
He is fully assured that every one, before 
may years, will know for himself what 
{trials are, in‘a manner he has never done 
before, but if he puts his whole trust im 








ly consumed or destroyed. Then will 
righteousness and peace reign throughout 


the Lord, and seeks to do his will, he will 
be delivered and preserved. 
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THE FIERY SERPENT. 
As this subject stands in connexion with 
that of the seraphims, we shall speak of it in 
this place. All are acquainted with these 
words of Christ—* And as Moses lifted up the 
serpent in the wilderness, even so (that is, as 
a serpent,| must the Son of man be lifted up.” 
Now the lifting up here alluded to, could not 
have meant that of Christ’s exhibition on the 
cross, at the time of his crucifixion. In that 
condition he could in no sense resemble a ser- 
pent. It is true that Christ was lified up as a 
spectacle of reproach and derision; and he will 
be so lifted up again, and be crucified afresh 
in his people on his second coming; and those 
who thus suffer and are crucified with him to 
the entire death of every thing of an earthly 
nature in them, or are planted with Christ in 
the likeness of his death, will be raised up in 
the likeness of his resurrection, yea, in a one- 
ness with him, and above all that now passes 
for religion in the world—nevertheless, it is 
through the seraphims, as one with Christ, to 
consume and burn up whatever is wicked and 
unrighteous—through them lified up and 
“above” the present outward church or tem- 
ple (on which the Lord sits in judgment for 
their iniquity and cruelty) that those words 
of Christ will have their most complete fulfil- 
ment, Seraphims, as already stated, are said 
to be “glorious spirits;” and those among men 
through whom the seraphims will perform 
their work, will be in such a oneness with 
Christ, that what they do may be said to be 
done by Christ—being in Christ and Christ in 
them, there is made, as the Apostle speaks, 
“of twain one new man.” It is the close, ob- 
serving and searching way they will perform 
their work, in this relationship with Christ, 
that will make them resemble the serpent— 
which means “ searching or observing,” and 
which searching and observing work, now to 
take place, all men so naturally dread and 
wish to shun. 
To show that this is no fanciful view of our 
own, we will refer to the place concerning the 
fiery serpent, and give the remarks of one, 
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never be represented by such an inferior metal 
as brass—but is consistently so represented in 
his people, as seraphims, to fire and burn up 
by or through them, the wickedness»that is 
now in the world. And the time now is 
when this work is beginning to go into fulfil. 
ment, and it is so ordained of the Lord, by 
reason of the great wickedness of mankind in 
this day. For mankind are now so inflamed in 
their minds and feelings, by the bites of poison- 
ous serpents in the shape of men, (sent among 
them, as in the case of the Israelites, by reason 
of their murmurings and dissatisfaction with 
the Lord’s dealings towards them, and the 
“light bread” or support he sees proper to af- 
ford to them,) that nothing will be made use 
of to relieve and save them, but that which is 
of a fiery and brazen nature. Whether men 
like it or not, God will provide no othér means 
in this day for their salvation—and this provi- 
sion or way is a great mercy to them, if they 
did but know it, as much as théy may dis- 
like it. 

What a brazen serpent,* indeed, elevated 














































*The writer is aware, that he himself has been 
made as a brazen serpent to many. But it was*by 
the Lord’s requirement that he was made so, and 
his mighty power that brought him to a willing- 
ness to be so, and not any counsel or power of his 
own—and no human power can stand against the 
power of God, as others will know befure many 
years. All that was done, was intended for per- 
sons good and for their salvation, and was not de- 
“ae to harm or injure anyone. .Pure and un- 
adulterated love on the part of God, and dying 
love on the part of the writer, were the moving 
eause of the whole, as much as some of the con- 
gregations of professors and courts of law, dislik- 
| ed his way and manner of appearing among them. 
It was the Lord that caused him to appear and 
| testify in the way he did, not himself—as every 
‘one ought to know that knows his natural dis 
| sition and feelings, and his universal good will to 
jall mankind. ‘Therefore, those who reject and 
despise that which was designed for their good, 
| and do not receive benefit from it, will be more 
‘to, and willingly receive sooner or later, that” 


left without excuse. They will have to look uns 
| which will be as a brazen, searching serpent, or 








whose authority on the original Hebrew text, 
few will dispute. In Numbers, chap. xxi. 8th, 
it thus reads: “And the Lord said unto Moses, 
make thee a fiery serpent [‘/iterally,’*says 
Adam Clarke, ‘make thee a seraph,’) and set 
it upon a pole, [*upon a standard, or ensign,’ 
says Adam Clarke:] and it shall come to pass, 
that every one that is bitten, when he looketh 
upon it shall live.” Thus we see, that not 
only the term fiery, answering to the work of 
a seraph, but the very word seraph, is in the 
original text. In verse 9th, we read: “And 
Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it up- 
on a pole, and it came to pass, that if a serpent 
had bitten any man, when he beheld the ser- 
pent of brass, he lived.” Here we have the 
word brass or brazen. Now, Christ, in his 
actual person or immediate Godhead, would 
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There is another striking type of events that 
are taking place in this day, in the signs given to 
Moses when he led his flock to the back side of 
the desert, and came to the mountain of God, to 
Horeb; (which means desert, solitude, destruction, 
all alone, or forsaken.) To disclose the ways and 
dealings of God with men, in the finishing of the 
mystery of God, the Lord gave to Moses the fol- 
lowing sign or representation. He was comman- 
ded to cast the rod in his hand on the ground, 
and it became a serpent; and Moses was afraid 
and fled from before it. The Lord told him to 
put forth his hand and take hold of it, and on tak- 
ing hold of it,it became a rod in his hand. It cer- 
tainly required courage and resolution to do this: 
and yet we see there was perfect — in-doin 
it, and Moses received a benefit from that whic 
he feared and sought to shun. For this rod was 
afterwards €alled “the rod of God, and by it 


die in their sins. 
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upon a pole, (standard or ensign,) unto ‘this 
generation, is the paper printed at New Haven, 
Ct. called “ The Perfectionist,” conducted by 
persons professing to be holy and perfect, and 
inculcating the necessity of entire holiness, 
Truly, the Lord is beginning to manifest him- 
self at this time, through his people, .a8 a 
brazen serpent, luminous, observing and search- 
ing—and how exceedingly do sinners, bitten 
with, and inflamed by the poison of sin and 
sinful men, dislike such a manifestation and 
appearance. Persons bitten by serpents, it is 
said, exceedingly dislike, and seek te avoid the 
sight of burnished brass, or any thing like the 
appearance of a serpent, as it causes an aug- 
mentation of their sufferings. Just so do sin- 
ners dislike, and seek to avoid the standard of 
holiness, and that observing and searching 
work the Lord is now beginning to perform 
on the earth—and yet it is the only way the 
Lord will now provide for them to be saved. 
How significant and applicable to events that 
are now beginning to transpire, are all these 
things. 

As already stated, such is now the desperate 
condition and wickedness of mankind, that the 
Lord will pfovide no other means to recover 





Moses performed most of his wonders in Egypt, 
at the Red Sea, and in the wilderness—and it was 
made use of, both for mercy and for judgement. 
And so in this day; those who, in obedience to 
the Lord, having faith and trust in him, boldly 
and courageously take hold of, and receive what 
they most fear, and dread, and seek to shun— 
whether it be in the way of a faithful testimony 
delivered to or the Lord's judgments tow- 
ards them, will have’a rod in their hand, which, 
like the rod of Moses, will be-of the greatest use 
and benefit to them, and serve the most impor- 
tant purposes in future life. The very thing they 
dread, and seek to shun, contains their mercy, 
and is intended for a blessing to them. However 
dreadful aud dangerous it may seem in its first 
appearance, if they will but take hold of it, and 
willingly receive it, as Moses did the serpent 
from which he at first fled, it will be turned to a 
blessing, and will be of the greatest service and 
use to them through their whole lives. This is 
indeed the finishing of the mystery of God; but 
little understood at this time, bet will be better 
understood hereafter. Man has ever shanned 
his blessings, and sought to escape from them, as 
from a serpent that would do him harm—but 
in obeying the Lord there is perfect safety, and if 
we obey, his benefit or gift is in our ha The 
writer could here give other explanations, deep- 
ly important in themselves, and particularly the 
signification of the sign given to Moses, when he 
put his hand once and again into his bosom, and 
such very different consequences followed the 
two occasions. But, few as yet are prepared to 
comprehend subjects of this nature, and he does 
not feel required to say more at present. What 
has already been stated may receive but little 


| day, refuse to turn towards, and make use of 
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attention, but an giving the foregoing explana- 
uons, he has been governed by a desire to benefit 
his fellow men, and has cleared his own mind, 


however what he has written may. be viewed or 
esteemed. a 





and save them, than such as are typified b 
the brazen serpent*—and those who in this 


those means, in the manner the Lord has ap- 
pointed them, will die in their sins. For 
Christ does not now come to die for men’s 
sins; but for them to look unto him in his 
holy and just character through his ‘law, 
all. under his searching, trying and righteous 
dealings and judgments Ate don them for their 
past delinquencies—and then they will be 
saved. 

The irritated and inflamed condition of 
people’s minds and feelings at this time, piain- 
ly shows how they have been bitten by ser. 
pents—and the only way by which the Lord 
will now save them, is the most unwelcome 
and unpleasant to which they could look. Per. 
sons, indeed, bitten by serpents, cannot more 
dislike to look at a serpent of bravs, than do 
sinful professors in this day dislike to look, as 
a means to save them, to such a paper and its 
contents as that of “The Perfectionst.” It is 
elevated on a high pole, even the pole, stand. 
ard or ensign of perfection, is observing and 
searching, and inculcates the necessity of en- 
tire holiness. And the Lord is raising up ma- 
ny individuals, to come forward in same 
important and searching work against all the 
present ways and doings of sin. The first 
number of another paper, of the same charac. 
ter as “ The Perfectionist,” has lately been 
issued at N. York, called * The Herald of Heli- 
ness.” It is opposed to all seets, and to all the 
formal religion of the day, und inculcates the 
duty and necessity of obedience to the Lord 
in all things, and the entire dedication of the 
heart unto him. 

As we are now on the subject of holiness, 
we will conclude with the following remarks: 
Kadesh or Kedesh, was the first city in the 
land of Canaan, appointed for a city of refuge, 
to which persons might flee to be safe from 
the avengers of blood. Now the word Kadesh 
or Kedesh, in Hebrew, signifies “ holiness, 
sanctification, separated or set apart;” in other 





* Take notice, that the brazen serpent was not 
to be worshipped. The virtue or power to save, 
was not in the brazen serpent; nor is it in that 
which és its antitype or that answers to it, in this 
day. In the apocryphal book called Wisdom, chap. 
xvi. 6, 7, the brazen serpent is said to be—“a 
sign of salvation, to put them in remembrance of 
the commandment of thy law. For he that turn- 
ed himself towards it was not saved by the thing 
that he saw, but by thee, that art the Saviour of 
all” So now. It is not any thing set forth, wnt 
ten or done by men, nor persons turning to it, that 
saves them—and yet turning to, and 
that which the Lord has a ted and 
made the way or medium by which the 
will save 3 B tc om es not a particle of 
power in any o prophets to save an 

yetauining to, and receiving their worse and 
testimonies, were y the means whereby 
the people were sa 
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words, “ the full consecration of 

ag & person t 
God” —and to such # consecration, ah Inust 
pe Yi as to a culy of refuge, im order to be 
safe from the avenger of blood, and be saved, 


And there is no time to be lost. Fleeing toho- || ESTABLISHMENT OF CHRIST’S 


liness, or to an ee ieee of ourselves KINGDOM 


unto the Lord, is i , | 
by people can hea be bal mF eg ere is but one-way in which Christ's" 
“no man shall see the Lérd.”. ‘To delay this kingdom can be established onthe earth, 


important concern one moment, in the criti and that is, by each one acting in obedi- 
condition most people are rt. by os co to the Lord’s becuiccettttel to him as 
the avengers of blood, is dan Serous and besard- an “individual, and disregarding all. 
ous in the extreme. bem data But, say " vr a oe 
widiets > 8 us principle to lay down, and 
GOD A CONSUMING FIRE will it not set a dangerou ? 
The most glorious ee ne Saat Lord’s || C@bnot every one plead it Hishe requis 
presence among the Israelites was, when by | ment, and divine authority for what he 
his own fire he consumed the offeritire, oak H does? The principle is safe. God willbe 
fices, &c. made to him—and which was ulways || the judge in his kingdom, and he will vin- 
a token of the Lord’s favour and acceptance. |! dicate his own honour and glory—and 
See Leviticus ix. 2 Chron. vii. 1-3. The fiery, | whoever pretends to act under his require- 
searching, and penetrating trials which the | ments and by his authority, when it is not 
Lord is now bringing upon many of his peo- ll the case, Will soon be overcome and fall 
ple, and whieh causes them so much suffer- f On the other hand, the Lord will support 
ing, are but the effect of his presence, and on- | 24 vindicate his own cause; and those 
* betoken his love and favour towards them. | who act by his authority, and in reference 
ruly, they are like unto fire; but to the Lord’s | solely unto him, will be made to stand 
people, their only design is to consume what- }and all the powers of this world will not 
ever is of an earthly and corrupt nature in be able to prevail against them op, over- 
them. To them, they are intended only to pu- | come them. To doubt the Lord’s ability, 
rify, not to destroy; and trusting in the Lord || or distrust his readiness to support such 
under them, not a hair of their head shall per- | as act in strict obediénce, to his require- 
2% whys “espa have nothing in || ments, would be impiéty and asin. For 
vem on W is fire can operate to cause || God is now coming to rule and reign, and 
any suffering. Hence, as in the case of the || all opposition to his rule and reign,?will 
angel that appeared to Manvah, (Judges xiv. || be fruitless and unavailing. He has alldw- 
20,) “when the flame went up towards hea- || ed the powers of*this world to rule and 
ven from off the altar, the angel of the Lord | reign for a long season, and they have ex- 
ascended in the flame of the altar.” When we | ercised great injustice and oppression 
are fully redeemed, we shall suffer no more. ‘and he will now reign himself—and those 
Therefore of Jacob, in his redeemed state, it | who come under his reign will be safe 
is said, Isaiah xliii. 1, 2; “ When thou walkest |) and have nothing to fear, for We ta King 
——— nyrt Sn, ee a thes” nel- |! of kings, and Lord of lords. In doing the 

Tho fre of the Lagd’s presence wil cause Gt," gad. no human arm or earthly Bows 
anguish and sufferin§ unto men, just in pro- 4, will be able to prevail a Bins oe tri- 
portion as they are corrupt and degenerate— || . »ph over them Rs ie eataae it, they 
for just so much there is in them on which it | will onl bata ‘ad nas atert eslacnit on 
can operate. Before Adam sinned, the pre- | t] f . Ge rs dite kl f 
sence of the Lord was his happiness. ‘But af- DEMAGIVAS- or Gog: the. cao. 
te PP . his own purposes, and no human foresight, 

r he had transgressed, he was afraid ‘of the ; HW net: 

f the Lord, and endeavouréd to hide counsel or might, can counteract his will, 
et ’ - withstand his power and authority. 
from his presence, because it gave poignancy es 
to his sense of guilt, and increased his misery. ent” 

So seriabtetae okt wicked men have tormen- SUCH THINGS ARE. : 

ting fears of the Lord, and seck to shun his || _ [Zztract from the writings of Mr. Fleming, 

presence, as well as the presence of his, true Scotland, who lived about 170 years ago.) © 
“We have seen most despicable and ordi- 


people,—while all holy beings greatly desire, 
and rejoice in the Lord’s presence, and in thé}| nary things made subservient for some great, 
manifestations.made of his power and charac- || piece of the Lord’s work; a very small thing 
ter. Truly, we should esteem it the greatest made the first rise of strange revolutions. Ev- °. 
y step of advance which the ehurch hath 


fav to be baptized with the Holy || er 
se vig " y ll ined on Antichrist, had still some conflict 


Ghost, but also with fire, should it cause us g } 
much suffering =betaties it is this latter bap-|| and wrestling gomg before. Thus the Lord 
tism only that destroys all sin, and whatsoever '! ripens his’ people by suffering, for times of 








there is in us contrary to the divine nature-— 
And not until this is al] destroyed, c 
be ¢ompletely happy. ede: 
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" mercy.—The putting the earth in a flame, 


and overturning the nations, is a sign of the 


accomplishing some great promises for the) 


Bivesiage of the church: and by such a @ign 


the Lo: 
dreadful winter storm on the world is pointed 


out as a spring time to the church.- ‘The god- | 


ly May mistake and tremble at their merey, 

even when it is before their eyes. It is our 

great concern to fear Him who guides all these 
ng 


speaks Comiortably to his people. A | 


—== — 
) world, and to endeavour to have their house 
| not ‘only founded on a rock, but to have its 
materials of something more tial and 
enduring than the wood, ‘hay and stubble 
which now abound in the different cougrega- 
tions of religious professors, and in every sect 
at present ia existence. Sects indeed must 
wholly cease, before Christ's. kingdom can be 
| established in the hearts of men. Every one 





s; and not to faint at the strange apiger- | worshipper of the beastand his image. Every, 


ance of the time, or the signs thereof: but to 


‘}one whose mind is imbued with the doctrines 


read our personal duties from the Sad presages | und principles of a scet, 80 as to be discovera- 
of public judgments; to aim at mére nearness || ble, has the mark of the beast in his forehead. 
to God, and seeure a retreat under his shad-|! And every one who is active and diligent in 


ow, until the. indignation pass over. Though 
each day bath its. snares; there are scarching 
tumes, when the christian’s way is more diffi- 


upholding and advancing the intevest of' a Sect, 


1 in any way, has the mark of the beast in his 


hand—and all such may read the punishment 


cult: thea it is his wisdom to know his ground, || that awaits them in the xiv. chap, 10th and 
from which the subtie adversary will, byrun-|! L1th verses of the Revelation—-unless they 


discernable approaches, seek to drew him. 


. . : . ’ 
Tere is a feeling the pulse of the times; by | 
which the present distemper and hazard of the | 


church may be known, as well as of the body 
of man.” 





TO SUBSCRIBERS. | 

After what has ‘already been stated, page} 
92, it will only be necessary here to say, that 
this publication Will be discontinued after the | 
present number, and those who have paid be- | 
yond the present timey will have “ The Perfec- 
tionist,” or “ Herald of Holiness” sent to-them, | 
at the rate of twelve numbers for fifty cents, | 
till the amount in our hands is expended, Or. | 
ders willbe given to stop sending the num-| 
bers at the expiration of that period, unless the 
persons subscribe and pay in advance for 
themselves—as both publications are only is 
sued, as means are furnished to defray the 
expense of their publication. ‘The Perfection. 
ist is printed by Whitmore and Buckingham, 
No. 1, Marble Block, Chapel Street, New Ha- 
ven, Connecticut, at the rate of $1 for twenty- 
four numbers. The Herald of Holiness is 
published at New York, by Edward Palmer, 
at the same rate. Letters to be addressed to 
him, and subscriptions received at 264, Bowe- 
ry. We approve of both these publications, 
and consider that they will answer every pur- 
pose for which the Reformer and Christian 
has been published, and we would recommend 
to every one who desires to know the way of 
rest and peace, to take one or both of these 
papers. The Reformer and Christian has been 
continued longer than it would have been, had 
we seen any other publication entering upon 
the right ground in this day of darkness and 
evil—and having now seen this, we cease 
from our labours in this publication, and shall 
communicate our views, as we consider it! 





| speedily turn away from serving idols and im- 
ages, the werkinanship of men's hands, to 
serve the living and true God, We say mot 
these things to offend, but as a.wirni 


olood of men, and after being so, if the admo- 
nition is unheeded, the sin of rejecting the 
Lord’s requirements, and the miseries that 
follow from it, will lie at the door ofthose who 
|disregard the admonition. ‘The whole out- 
ward christian world or those now composing 
it, are fitly represented by the dry bones in 
Ezekiel’s vision, and Ged only can impart to 
them life. The little interest felt at this time 
towards what is truly right, shows that unto 
God men are dead, and they will never be able 
to receive any thing that comes from God, 
sensibly to know that it is from him or real- 
ize the'r obligations to him, till they are quick- 
enec trom above with a principle of life. God 


it be for those whom: he shall qui and 
cause to have life. They will then partakeof 
that which the Lord gives them for food, and 
will be able to “discern between the righteous 
and the wicked; betwéen him that serveth 
God, and him that serveth him not.” 

Bills will. be sent with this number to:those 
who are indebted, and such as are honest we 
shall expect to pay, and desire they will do it 
as soon as convenient. Others we forgive, and 
only request they will be honest to God, as all 
are debtors to him, and he will demand a set- 
tlement before long. We want no other trust 
but the Lord, for he is.a God near at hand, 
and a present help to those who look unto him 

ith their whole heart. If he becomes our 
Sarioar we shall be saved; for he is able to. 
sa¥e to the all that come unto him, 
and no other arm but his alone, will be able to 
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rigitt to do so, for the publications named above. 

_ In conclusion, we would observe, that it is 
time now for people to open their to the 
true state of things in the outward ef 





save us in the times which are near at hand. 
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| devoted toa secty its rules and usages, is af. - 


‘to all, 
It is nece ssary to be plain to be clear from the 


can make even dry bones live, and wil 
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